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Otto X is a janitor in a large building in this city. 
He is from Germany and followed the sea for a number of years as a 
common sailor. He is about forty five years old and a simple, friendly 
sort of fellow of poor education. 

He gets a month salary -=- based on $18 a week and works an 
average of 12 hours a day. This is due to advantage being taken of sg 
khxaugk an inspection estimate system. In this building there are five 
and sometimes seven regular janitors on the monthly basis. At the same time 
this building management hires temporary janitors for #x 31l¢ an hour. 
From the most active and hardworking of the temporary janitors the perman- 
ent ones are chosen. The supposition is that they work eight hours a day 
but the management arranges to keep them overtime without paying for it. 
The office man estimates how long a job should take -- for instance the 
cleaning of a public lavatory he says can be done in three hours. The 
janitor puts in three hours on it and then moves onto the hext task. 

In the late afternoon the office man inspects the lavatory and other 
completed jobs -= looks up the janitor and tells him the nickel fittings 
in the lavatory should have been polished and other details. The janitor 
has no choice but to go back over the work . By assuming the position 
that the workman is loafing or not speedy enough, the office man waves 
the janitor's job over his head and intimidates hkm into putting in from 


four to five hours each day overtime without pay. 


When first hired permanently, after qualifying by working 


intensively at the temporary work for 3l¢g per hour, the janitor was 


ushered into the private office of the manager of the building and treated 
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with great courtesy, and given a talk along the following lines: 

"What we want here is a first-class man whom we can trust and feel that 
he is one of us and that we are all working for the same interests 

and our future. We want a man who does not talzk to strangers. If 

you are asked as to what you are paid in wages or what hours you work, 
be sure and tell them nothing." And much more along the same lines. 

The janitors in this building -- which bs one of the finest 
in town and houses a first-class theatre - are kept engaged on separate 
floors and not allowed to speak to each other in order to prevent any 
attemptz at organization. 

He is a patient, willing type and only happened to tell me this 
story as he was smarting under a 15 hour continuous shift -- for 7 hours 
of which he would draw no paye He felt the injustice of the management. 

He thinks the management intentionally picks "half-dummies" 
for the work. He hopes to get into a window washing union but they are 


not accepting any new members now == and have a long waiting list. 
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Miss A - German - 43 years old 


In 1907, Miss A, a youngster of some fifteen years was placed aboard 
a be¥ ship Weteh—wes in the port of Hamburg. She was setting forth 
on a long journey for a land which to her parents notion, was a 
land of dreams, the United States. Her Uncle (her father's brother) 
whom she had never seen, sent glowing letters of how he had pros- 
pered and after considerable urging from his brother, had volunteer- 
ed to relieve the large family (fifteen children) of one of its 
members. Miss A's father worked in a dye manufacturing plant in 
Saxony and his meagre wages fell far short of supplying his ever 
increasing family with the necessities of life. His fifteen year 
old cous GE Mees an avidity for books and learning gees the 
well wishing father had no means of satisfying. 30 ne bid: hist chile 
good bye. 
The voyage by steerage to a youngster alone was something she soon 
OS Aete ) 
wished to forget,-Yhe lost the mark,her father had given her, or perfaps 
$6 When SHE was 
it was gtr eS arrived at immigrant peas war yan baat 
money ane oly, a vague rememberance of her uncle's New York address 
which was with hergiioney . It took the authorities two days to find 
her Rs A Ripe at the immigrant quarters, she had the interest- 
ing experience of witnessing a stowaway attempting to escape. The 
man-was captured and it was eventratty discovered that he had made 
Hegel 

two previous attempts to get into this Goa rans that he had a 
prison record in Germany. 
Miss A's uncle, while not as prosperous as his letters were interpre- 
ted, was fairly well situated, at least so it seemed to Miss A after 
the sparse manner of her existance in Germany. Her uncle had three 
youngsters. One, a boy of fourteen took extreme delight in making 

.. Miss ats life an unhappy one. The fact that she could not speak 

| a word of English and he taunted her in that tongue along with his 

pranks, exasperated her almost to nervous exhaustion. The boys's 

father, Miss A's uncle, was an assistant in a butcher shop and the 
boy, in spite of all punishment, would place chicken legs and 
butcher what-nots in her bed and in her pockets. The uncle was a 


J 
mus) firm believer in education, even in that day, and Miss A was sent 
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ny German sis: 


to school. The family lived in a German settlement in New York, ‘Vie 


so the lack of English wasn't too great a handicapp. A wealthy, 
at least she seemed wealthy to Miss A, woman suggested that Miss 
A come to live with her and her family and help with the work about 
the house whilé going to school during thé day. This seemed a 
happy alternative and a means of escaping the impish pranks of her 
cousin which both she and her Uncle's family happily adopted. Miss 
A was studious and simply couldn't understand her cousin's idea 
of a good time. 
When Miss A was nineteen, her adopted family moved to a small town 
near Philadelphia. Life had been more or less serene during the 
intervening years - Miss A was progressing rapidly in school and her 
Uncle felt that he was in no way betraying the trust of his brother 
when he permitted Miss A to move with this family to their new desti- 
nation. 
Miss A continued to progress with her.studies - she was treated as a 
member of the family with whom she lived - she still helped with the 
family chores but had plenty of time to indulge in her hobby, books. 
When she attained the age of twenty-five years, she became a teacher 
in one of the rural schools and held this position until she was 
twenty-nine when she married a Polish conductor on one of the rail- 
roads. In later years (1926, when she was thirty-six) he transferred 
to another road and with their three children, they moved to San 
Francisco and here they have remained. The children speak Polish, 
and German, as well as English. Miss A, Has no desire to return to 
her native Germany. As she expresses it, she doesn't like Nazi 
conditions there. She is a well educated woman and speaks without 
. any accent. The children are real Americans and under their mother's 
; influence, will undoubtedly be as well educated as she is. Her hus- 
band is still a conductor and aside from a few salary cuts, the de- 
pression has affected this family little. They live a simple, whole- 
some existance and like it. Miss A has lost her father and looks for- 
| ward to the day when she may be able to bring her aged mother to this 


country for a visit, or perhaps to remain during the rest of her years. 
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Rudelai;” wow fifty-five, was born in Hamburg,Germany, which as 
you no doubt know is a world famous commercial center, with a pop- 
ulation of over one million. 

He was the eldest of a family of five boys, his father, a day 
laborer, being very poor. It was a struggle, but in spite of all 
odds, the boys went to school andiat sixteen entered into the mil- 
itary service, it being compulsory for all males between the ire 
of sixteen and sixty. However, this didnot prevent one from enter- 
ing a business or a profession, thus it was that Rudy entered the 
gentleman's wearing apparrel business, at which he was very success-= 
ful, When twenty-five years of age, our friend married his school 
day sweetheart, a buxom fraulein, there being born unto the union, 
a boy and girl. 

Then, the holocaust of nineteen fourteen, the world onslaught. 
All the brothers saw active service, and sadly it is related how 
one never returned. 

After the armistice, Rudy returned to Hamburg to salvage what 
was left of the businessghis wife and children managing at least 
to keep the doors open, but all was changed now, a new era was to 
be born. 

Hans, the son, now grown up, decided to venture forth to the 
United States to cast his lot, having heard amazing tales about 
the possibilities here. So it was, that he landed in New York city 
in the spring of nineteen-twenty-two, where he spent six years be~ 
fore coming to San Francisco. He has been here for six years and 
is now a citizen. 

Grieving for his parents and coupled with the fact that they 
were having such difficult times in the fatherland, caused Hans 
ee 4nduce them to come to America and be with him, that he might 


be better able to assist them , and that they might too,enjoy the 
easier, freer life here. 
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Gathering together what cash he could obtain, Rudolph, together 


with his frau, engaged passage on a Hamburg American liner and took 


off for San Francisco, via the Panama canal, They were thirty-five « 


days enroute, arriving in June, nineteen-thirty-three, 

Rudy likes it here immensely, not only the climate, but also due 
to the fact that the possibilities are better. At first, he worked 
for his son » who had bulit up a lucrative grocery business, but 
now , he has acquired it in its entirety, Hans,his son having mi- 
grated up state. Although he has been here only one and one half 
year, Rudy hopes to visit the old country at least once more, es- 
pecially as his daughter is still there, 

Tm the meantime, no grass is growing under his feet, as he is 
constantly studying the English language and has also attended one 
of our evening night schools, preparing to take out his first papers 
at the opportune time. Many of his old friends are here also now , 
and buy at his neighborhood store whenever possible,-all the power 


to you Rudy, 
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center of Germen life in San Francisco California Hall or 
: 
generally Inown Deutsches ora hae Turk and Polk Sts. In the 


is the ‘Rathskeller, where one may order sehwoizer bratwurst, 


Peon easy cape ras and the other delicacies of Deutsche Kueche. 


In» the auditorium ae the Deutsches Haus are presented many pro- 


grams end entertainments of the German colony. Here the various sine- 


ote o 


ing societies- Bonifatius encima the San Francisco Meennerchor, 
Pee. he Pacific Saengerbund- hola forth.. There are fourteen societies in 
Pali... The Pacific Seengerbund is a ‘union of several of the smaller sing- 


fe groups, and itis one branch of. the Gross-Pacific- Saengerbund, which 


Melodies almost 2, 000 Eormee voices. It is a unioue and moving experience 


ae to listen to one of these choral groups. The singing differs in sense 


vant oh 4 


pa 


fron that of most other choruses. It is more intense, and more earnest, 


LAT of ‘the members serve without pay, and very few are professional singers. 


+ 


“Almost all of the members of the Pacific Seengerbund have their regular 


"private yecntl ine of course, which they pursue outside of singing hours. 


+ 


q : ba 
Joseph Kertz president of the ec ph Saengerbund, gave us a list 


4 


of ‘the occupations of the Soubork: fof his chorus, The bass voices include two 


bakers, a machinest, an artist, two butchers, a tailor, and architect, an 


\ 


_ electrician, a jewelry designer, ed Sa hasbel al @ retired grocer, a brew 


sings second a On May 2 28, 3982, 200 members of the Pacific Saenger— . 


ue 


German Social Life in 
San Francisco continued. 


\ 


Besides the singing societies, there is the gymnastic branch 
of the Deutscher Verein, The turn section is now preparing for its 


annual exhibition to be given at California Hall in April. 


Germans are great joiners and wherever yoo find half a dozen 
germans you are sure to find two or three clubs. Here in San Francisco 
Bl more than ninety German Pecoelationge comp are benevolent, and pro= ©- 
tective organizations, featerasd orders, singing and gymnastic groups. 

The ‘newest club to be formed is the Beeman Scientific Society which not 


only includes Germans, but also Americans, who are familiar with German 


technical and scientific literature. 


The German Consul- General in San Francisco is Werner Otto von 
Hentig. Von Hentig has had a long and interesting career but the story 
of his mission to Afghanéstan will live long in the hearts of the German 
people, 

There is a Hitler Society in San Francisco whose members display 


the swastika insignia of the order, and who blossomg forth on formal 


occasions in the traditional browm shirts of the Hitlerites. - 
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in about 1866 , of Italian parents! fnows little oy a or Mgther or 


where they came from ,except that they probably came from the south of 


J 
Italy as they were both very dark, 

Before he was born his father left Germany very suddenly with a 
Preecry Gor parts unknown, Eleven years later the Mother received a 
letter and a sum of money he: the brother in the United States telling 
her that her husband had been killed in a knife due@l in New Orleans and 
that she was to use the money to come to San Francisco, California, 

After several months of arrangements the brother was notified by 
letter, and they set sail in 1878 from Hamburg for Philadelphia, the 
@yther and her four sons, The name of the boat and the time it took to 
cross have long since been forgotten, 

On arrival at Philadelphia the steerage passengers were all 
hended into a boarding house where they all slept on the floor and 
where their German money was changed into United States coin Lele pate 
first they had ever seen, Infnis boarding house nearly all of their 
money was stolen from them in on way or another by the time they had 

| purchased their tickets for the west coast. In Philadelphia they saw 
their first black man (a German spe@king American negro). 
| In about two weeks they got started on the Union Pacific viag 


New York, Buffalo, Chicago, Omaha, Cheyenne, Salt Lake City and Sac- 


ramento, The trip took several weeks and the family expected to be killed 


at any time by the Indians about whom they had heard terricthe tales, 


They saw hundreds of both Indians and buffalo in crossing the plains , 


and in one place the train was forced to stop on account of the buffalo, 


| Born on a very small farm in the "Black Forest” district of German 
AN . rmany 
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‘They were met by their uncle in San Francisco, WA® took them by team 
to Fresno, where he and the boys! Rather owned 2 1,000 acre ranch, 
<i In the next two years there were two girls born by the/Mpther and 
the boys were told that they were théir half sisters, 

Life on the ranch was very One te from sun up till dark and 
even after some times, so after about four years at the age of sixteen, 
ete ran away and made his way to St.Louis where he got a job peeling 
potatoes ina ao From then on he wandered all over the Unitenstates, 
working at anything when it wes necessary and once going to Alaska on 
the old S.S."Bear", 

When the United States entered the world war in 1917 he was ona 
ship in Mexico, Cotchenst was past fifty years old he was afraid that he 
would have to go to war if he returned to the United States so he and 
another sailor jumped ship in Peru and remained in South America until 
1920, These two men made a very large sum of money ,about $20,000 each 
in the three years they were there, but I was unable to find out how, 

Coming back to Fresno he found that his uncle had killed his 
‘Mpther and then killed himself, and that two of his brothers had been 
drowned, leaving one brother and the two half sisters all of whom were 
married and had large families, The home ranch had been split up into 
three parts each having a part, These three families still live on the 
ranch and are considered fairly well-to-do ranchers, 
Finding no place for himself in Fresno he came to San Francisco 


where he bought a fishing boat and invested the rest of his money in 


bank stock, which he lost later, 
The boat was seldom used for fishing but kept be ae 


which he had nequired @f 1iouge> He did very well until the law caught 


up with him in 1927 and sent him to prison for three years, 


Now at the age of 68 he is running a small eating place in 
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where hard liquor can be had Crete 


of San Francisco, 


does not carry a revenue stamp, 


rf 


A et This man who neverc.. attended school and who never cast a vote 
in his life thinks thet President Roosevelt is all right, but that the 
United States would be much better off if we had a man like Mussolini 


to rule us, 
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por Sees Sano em cy p- 


ve @ was born in Baden, Germany, Hebruary 17, ee ‘ives his 
present oceu apation as that of a pantry-man; but states that Prior to 
°C ee 
the passing of the Prohibition law, he worked in this country and 


South - *: AAP a single man, never having married.» as no rel- 


atives in this country except some cousins résiding in New York City, 
whose addresses he does not te a orother and two sisters living 


in the old sountry--all farming people. The brother is mrried and 
has five children, one sister is married and has nine children. 
This man lives in the Mission District of San Francisco, ina 


house-keeping room, which he rents for twelve dollars a month The 


place is very small and inadequately furnished, containingx<a bed, a small 


bureau, one chair, a table, and a two-burner gas plate. He apparently k 


this little place very clean. 

At the present time, Mr. A. is suffering from a severe hernia, whi 
naturally makes hard labor impossible for him. Ee is now unemployed =< 
and has been since August 1934, and is dependent for his existence upon 
@ relief agency. 

Mr. A. spent his childhood and Carly youth in Baden. This part of 
his life must have been a very happy one, as he refers to it ina 
manner which indicates pleasant memories. He states that the Rhine, Jand 


at ~~) 


is one of the most beautiful spots he has ever seen, His father was a 


farmer Rio mus t have been quite eee an extensive 

¥ 
vineyard, which has now passed into. the possession of his wns. In ad- 
dition to working this vineyard, he handled a position with the German 
government, Rerving ina capacity much like that of the U. Ss, Agricul- 


tural Department Farm Advisors. One of his sons now holds this same 


position. Another brother of Mr, 4. was a captain in the German Army 


and was killed in the World Wars \In 1904, ir, A. came to this country, 
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He went to live with an uncle, who held ea eseetigar . 
‘position in a New York Brewery, and who received a salary of eight bhou- 
Sand ‘dollars a year, Mr. a. states that within three years of his arri- 
Wel 12 New York, he had a job as a brewer and worked in that Capacity, 
Hee an sicelient iucome until the beginning of the prohibition era. 
During this time, he travelled and worked in all of the large brewing 


industries in this country--spent a great deal of time in New York, Milwaukee 


‘i 
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and St. Louis, He spent three years in 5razil and travelled extensively in 
all of South America. After prohibition, he travelled to San Francisco, 
where he worked as a pantry-man in one of the city's best-known restau- 
rants at a very good salary. In 1950, he left this position and was 
unemployed for two years--at theend of which time he went to Alaska with the 
Pishing Fleet, working as a mess boy and cook's helper on one of the shivs x 
in the fleet. ‘This employment lasted during the summers of '32, '33, anda 
"34; he has been unemployed since except for a few days work ona relief 
project, He was even forced to give this work up because of his hernia. 
It seems that this man's primary object in life during his youth 
was the attainment of material comfort. To this end he succeeded very 
well, until the years of the depression. At one time he had a bank 
_ account of $20,000 and all of the comforts of life. He claims that he 
has exhausted his resourees through his generosi ty to his friends and rel- 
atives in Germany. He has loaned his brother, who is working the vine- 
yard which his father left them, a considerable amount of money. the 


brother now cannot repay him, vecause of the stringent, laws under the 


4 
; 


Hitler regime--regarding the Sending of money out of Germany, Wr. A. 


seems to believe that bhis brother would not repay him even if he could, 
and states that he is using the country's laws as a means of appropia- 
sine his share of the inheritance, 

7 The man's wandering life, in search of wealth ana adventure, has 


prevented his marrying, and in spite of the fact that he speaks several "| 
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unrest, opposition, unhappiness, poverty, distress and tenseness are seen 


eonditions has foundvhimaelfounadle to eope -withclife... serta=—dexe_ithe 


of farm life which he knew in his youth, however he emphatically states 
that the New Germany is not the pleasant place that it was under the 


gue 1a system. Friends returning from there, report to him, that 


everywhere. “He geens to appreciate the freedom of expression allowed 
here, however feels that even in this country there is a great limitation 
cae that freedom. He is a man, whog il believe, in normal times would 
ae himself to be an excellent citizen; but under the duress of 
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